
















Seminar and we had visits and advice from regional em­
ployers as well as from the directors of the Danish State 
Library School, Preben Kierkegaard, and the University of 
Michigan's Library school, Rudolph Gjelsness, and from 
the dean of the Berkeley school, J. Periam Danton, who 
generously came down for a "brown bag" session. We 
formed committes, issued position papers, and grew ever 
more optimistic. \Vhen I think back on the high points of 
the nearly half century of my life as librarian and educator, 
that demonstration of belief and support is the most heart­
warming of all. 

The late Thomas S. Dabagh, former Los Angeles County 
and UCLA law librarian, then a special assistant to Presi­
dent Sproul, was subsequently the key person in interpret­
ing demographic data provided by seminarians Page Acker­
man and James Cox to persuade the Regents and the State 
Board of Education to lift the freeze, and in the last week 
of December 1958 to give final budget authorization to the 
school which we had already planned. 

That data supported our contention that the presence 
of a library school in a metropolitan area drew students 
who would not have otherwise been led to librarianship. It 
also showed that enrollment at the Berkeley library school 
came heavily from that campus's undergraduate student 
body. In Southern California the absence of a state-sup­
ported library school on a major campus meant the loss of 
hundreds of potential librarians who could not afford to 
attend USC nor relocate 400 miles away at Berkeley. 

The Regents had also felt continued pressure from or­
ganizations south of Tehachapi: the School Library Asso­
ciation, the Public Library Executives Association; and 
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even though the local chapter had long been partial to 
USC, from the Special Libraries Association, which finally 
perceived that its own interests would be well served by 
librarians trained in the technological environment that 
UCLA now provided. 

Twenty-eight years had passed since the Los Angeles 
city librarian, Everett T. Perry, had written to the newly 
inaugurated President Robert Gordon Sproul, asking that 
UCLA take the library school off his hands. Was it only 
a coincidence that the Regents' eventual approval came 
just six weeks after President Sproul's retirement? 

Yet it must be said that of all that I asked of him, a 
library school was the only thing Sproul ever denied me. 
He was one of the greatest of university presidents. 

Essential from the first was the cooperation between 
university library and library school. The cordial working 
relationship begun by Everett Moore and Ardis Lodge was 
continued by Robert Vosper, Page Ackerman, and now by 
Russell Shank. 

Other strategies to gain support had included persuad­
ing the Rockefeller Foundation and the California Library 
Association to sponsor a conference at Occidental College 
on "Libraries in the Southwest," followed by a meeting on 
December 2, 1955, of library employers from throughout 
the Southwest and a blue ribbon group from campus, in­
cluding the chairmen of the faculty committees on Educa­
tional Policy, Research, and Budget. And of course Regent 
Dickson.6 

I walked him to his car after the all-day meeting. Thir­
teen years had passed since he had first laid that charge on 
me. He gave me that characteristic shy smile and agreed 
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